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subordinate to the army artillery command dowm to regiment:.l
and independent bettalion comranders, comsequently also the
comrander of thc lst Obsn 2n, was held at the army artillery
" comrand in Budapest. After his return to the Summer camp west
of ¥a ykoeroes, the battalion commander told the hésdquarters
personnel |

|that 1t was planned to activate the Second
Army in the fall of 1953. Some units of the new army would be
formed of vadres to be provided by the First frmy, while other
units would be newly activated. The activstion of the Second
Army would involve such a great demand for officers thot it
could not be covered even with the officers leaving the officer
schools in the f=11 of 1953. Consequentily, special stress should
be laid especially on the training of the young officers in an
effort to render them qualified to fill the places of unit
comranders although they would not be old encugh for this kind
of appointment. The subject of the comranders® meeting in Budapest
was kept secret from all other officers of the battalion.l

2y . In August 1953, another comranders® meeting was held at the army
arti’lery ¢om and in Budspest. The subject of this meeting was no
lon~er the activation of the Second Army. but a personnel cut which
was to be effectrd in the Hungarian People's Army. The pointe discussed
at the meeting were disclosed at an officers! meeting of the 1lst
Obsn Bn, but no reason for the army personnel cut was given. It was
announced th-t, as far as artillery was concerned, the cut would be
effected not by the disbanding of rcgiments, but by reduction of the
number of battalions and the authorized stren;th of the units.

3. Due to the reduction of the number of the batialions in October 1953,
about 70 o"'icers of the 30th Arty Div or about 10 pe -cent of actual
strength were discharged. Cn the basis of an understanding, a minor
portion of thesc officers was tr nsferred to the staff of the
iiinistry of the Interior (constabulary). Cthers of the officers
discharged were pensioned; they received their full salary for the
month following the date of discharge and reimbursement for the
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1. In Tay 1953, a meeting which involved all commanding officers 50X1-HUM
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s-Ahree months -fter the date of their dis

50X1-HUM

] oving., Zlost of the dischar-ees ~ere tr-nsferred to
‘the reserve officer corps and, regéived their full salsry for

charge and reimburseront
for the costs of their moving.

In all orders concerning the army personnel cut, reference -

made to the so-ca”ed strensth recuction (Tvngarian: letszamc
‘entes).

s
soek-

During e visit to Cepldd (0 490 08), Lieutenant Iikaly Fekote,
formerly deruty battery com ander of the sound ranring battery,
*ho wos reassirned to an infontry regiment in Heszthely (Y 4V 40)
as demuty com~anv crmmander for political affsirs in the fall of
195%, said tht he would ret rnother aprointment 'n tvis inf
reciment because the rlace of the deruty corvany com

prliticrl af"cirs hod been abolishel.2

“ntry
ranler for

: 50X1-HUM
_JCorent. A Pirst irmy is rentioned for the Tirst time.
Uxcent for Mititrry area hezd-uirters, onlvy corvs he-d-u rters
vere regularly determined as top coutrrd - cencies subordinate
to the rini try which inc'uded the r~eneral staf .
:jAAATCom'ent. The rrmv personnel cut in the Tall of 1957 hes
been rentioned in ( previous report
50X1-HUM
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